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buffalo move, whereas whipping will.   We know how
on the eve of boildmg the great bridge to  Lanka,
when requests failed to make the Ocean-King behave
suitably, Rama took out an arrow in anger The very
next instant Iiad the Sagara-Raja pleading with fold-
ed hands before Rama    Likewise to goad man on to
noble deeds, high aspiration and righteous conduct,
the Puramc sages held out before him bright pros-
pects and extolled the untold benefits and blessings
of a good life    Here they tried to appeal to man's
human side    But when he indulged m extreme sin
and bestial acts of gross sensuality, they knew it was
not the occasion for mincing matters. The beast could
only be chastened through a true and vivid descrip-
tion of the inevitable results of his actions   Here we
must note that they did not exaggerate or utter any
falsehood, but gave a special importance to emphasise
the matter by dilating upon it in graphic detail and
spared no pains in doing this    They therefore con-
fronted the Jiva with a terrific array of dire conse-
quences that would inevitably accrue to the evil ac-
tions of the sinner.   They gave graphic descriptions
of the various punishments awaiting   the   wanton
transgressor of moral and spiritual laws   They vivid-
ly related past instances of transgressors and the re-
tribution that overtook them to testify to this truth
The Puranas abound in fearful examples of life-long
sufferings in lower wombs  suffered by people like
Nahusha, Java and Vijaya, the well-known Gajendra
and many others
They do not stop with that As though it were
not enough to give instances of the 'Thalas" of posi-
tive sinful actions and crimes, they cite certain cases